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stage coach station where horses 

' w e r e  c h a n g e d  before the l o n g ,  tor­ 

tuous trip over the Santa Susanna 

grade. 

R a m o n  Jaramillo , so the s t o r y  
goes, was the first owner of t h e  

land where the town of Chatsworth 
now s t a n d s .  In a later period i t  

was t h e  M i r a n d a  f a m i l v  that se t ­  
•  

I  

tled w e s t  of t h e  townsite and i t  

was from them that property was 
'  purchased for O a k w oo d  C e m e te r y .  
4  

' Then came the building of the 

railroad and the f o u n d i n g  of the , 
•  

4 

town of Chatsworth Park by a group 

of Englishmen. De v o n s h i r e  and 
I  

' o t h e r  typically E n g l is h  s t r ee t  n a m e s  

developers. ' 
'  

] As years went by r e s i d e n t s  d r o p ­  
ped the last part of the name for 

•  

convenience, and the town is now 

known as Chatsworth. 

"Las Pilitas" or "the small f o u n - ,  

tains," because of several s p r i n g s  
•  

'  

t h a t  b u b b l ed  from c lef ts  i n  t he 

s a n d s t o n e  r o c k .  l '  

I  I t  was there t h a t  Senor V i c e n t e  
de la Osa brought his wife,  Dona 

Rita, a n d  some o f  t he o l d  timers 

still call it de la Osa rancho. They 

d e v e l o pe d  t h e  s p r i n g s  a n d  l ived on 
t h e  r u g g e d  slope overlooking t h e  
V a l l e y ,  a n d  t h e  rancho be c a m e  a  

•  

F r o m  t h e  oldest surviving m e m ­  
I  

ber of the old Mission Indian tr ibe 
I  

[ t h a t  used to inhabi t  th i s  region 
before t he advent of t h e  w h i t e  

I  

man comes a story of the early  
]  

days in t h a t  part of San Fernando 
Valley now known as Chatsworth. 

Septimo, son of Rojer io ,  is the 
I  

only Indian now alive who dwe l t  
I  

l a t  San Fernando Mission under the 
I  
I  

regime of the padres. Here is the  
I  

story that he and other e a r l y  set­ 

' t l ers  have handed down :  

]  Water was a precious possession 
'  

and it was onlv natural  t hat  the 
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Indians and the first Spanish s e t - ,  

' t lers  should make their homes 
I  

near a water supply. That  part of 

the Chatsworth Hil ls now known 
'  

•  

as Oakwood Cemetery was cal led 
+  


